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 press release

divé maky (wild poppies) have prepared a successful open-air festival 

First Roma Bašavel visited by more than 1000 people

Bratislava 15 August 2009 – Roma Bašavel taking place at the Castle of Červený Kameň attracted more than 1000 visitors. Both young and older ones have come to experience the taste of the original Roma entertainment offered by talented children from Divé maky and professional Roma artists and performers. Puppet theatre was performed, Roma meals were cooked and traditional Roma craftsmen have shown their craftsmanship. First to perform was the queen of Slovak Roma songs Monika Rigová. After 7 p.m., Divé maky performed their piece based on the Gypsies Go To Heaven musical, at the end of the performance joined also by Katarína Hasprová. ‚Bašaveling‘ continued   with Cigánski diabli, dancers Robert a Gerhard Sendreiovci, Jaro Bekr and the SPIN vs PARTIA dance group. Roma entertainment was brought to its climax by Gipsy.cz. The program was hosted by Petra Polnišová. In the course of the evening, pictures painted by talented children from Divé maky were auctioned, too. The most successful was the picture Vydezinfikované nebo (Disinfected Sky)                   by Miloš Cina. The new owner bought it for EUR 300. 

„Children from Divé maky have been getting ready for the Roma Bašavel for the entire week. I believe their talents have enchanted visitors. One of our aims was to present new children, for whom we had not had donors by then. Therefore we are thrilled that we managed to gain the support for 7 new talents during Roma Bašavel,“ said Lucia Dohnalová, Director of Divé maky, o.z (civic association).  

Roma Bašavel was an important moment also for the donors themselves. Watching the performances of Divé maky, they felt proud, at times even tears falling from their eyes. For some children it was the first time they met their donors. 

Vocal and instrumental preparation of children for the performance based on the Gypsies Go To Heaven musical was supervised by Zita Orlická, dancing parts by Ladislav Cmorej. The story of the musical had been re-told by acting talents from Divé maky – children from Čičava, lead by Ferko Balogh and Naďa Uherová. Fine arts workshop for visitors of the event, prepared and run by the Divé maky children together                      with a young Roma painter Laďa Gážiová, was also included in the Roma Bašavel program. Art of woodcarving was presented by Ivan Berky-Dušík and his ‚pupils‘.

The program Divé maky is about a life time chance for talented Roma children. Children are selected by               an expert committee during talent exams. Each child has their own regional tutor appointed, who communicates with him/her and their families on a regular basis. At the same time, tutors inform the program administrator about the progress and the talent development of every child. Currently, there are 47 children and 10 regional tutors involved in the program. Divé maky, o.z., plan to open the new school year                       with the total of 74 involved children in September 2009.

This year, DONUM, o.z., extends the Divé maky program to introduce it also in the Roma settlement in                 the village of Jarovnice. Within the framework of the pilot project „Divé maky – a chance for Roma talents from whole Slovakia“, the first 100 children from Jarovnice will be included. All educational activities will take place directly in the village of Jarovnice, with a local team of artists and teachers working in the area. These children will participate in the Summer Academy next year, too. The project is co-financed by EEA Funds and Norwegian Financial Mechanism and by the state budget of the Slovak Republic. More information on                the project can be found soon on www.prodonum.sk. 

Additional information:

The program Divé was founded in 2005 by the civic association PRO DONUM. Due to                              the program’s growth, the program evolved into an individual civic association Divé maky, established in October 2008. The aim of Divé maky, o.z., is to search for young Roma talents and support the development of their education, artistic skills and studies through individual donors. 
Divé maky, o.z., has the ambition to strengthen the perception of donorship in Slovakia and contribute to a positive image of the Roma community. Since the establishment of the organization, 103 scholarships have been distributed in total and 22 children have been prepared for secondary schools studies. Children from Divé maky program won 2 golden and 4 silver medals in Slovak Championships and 12 first awards in other national competitions. Furthermore, 8 children have also successfully represented Divé maky abroad.  A CD from the concert held in the Slovak Radio, prepared by children from Divé maky under the leadership of Czech Roma singer Ida Kelarová, was released in August 2009. This CD will be launched at the end of the year 2009. More information can be found on www.divemaky.sk 

Further information for media can be obtained from:

Anna Podlesná, A&D Global Business Relations (PR agency)

Mobile: 0903 902 439, Tel.: +421 55 7290 134, E-mail: podlesna@cultureshock.sk  
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